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squire rather than a Sovereign. A soldier from near Sandring-
ham once said to a friend in the trenches—no doubt when
the nip of November was in the air—"Gawd help you if you
was a pheasant coming high over the covers at Sandringham
when the old gentleman was out with the guns/'
In 1935, the "old gentleman" came into his own. The wide
and well-deserved popularity of the Prince of Wales was
bright and transitory as a rocket compared with the emotions
stirred by his father. "Bless the old man/' cried somebody in
the crowd at Leeds, as the King passed by. All the quiet laws
of character were represented in him; all the laws which are
mentioned shyly nowadays, or not at all. The old-fashioned
virtues of sincerity, devotion to duty, fidelity to promises—
all the king-becoming graces flowered in him and impressed
themselves upon a troubled, cynical world. The impression
made by King George in the closing year of his life must be
described if one is to understand the eclipse which it brought
to the popularity of the Prince of Wales. The Prince's own
changed character was in part to blame for the rift which
grew between him and his father's people. But there was
another reason, and it lay in the fact that the post-war period
was tired of the standards which it had invented for itself.
When the British people realised that there was one man rul-
ing a country who upheld the graces of "justice, verity, temper-
ance, stableness, bounty, perseverance, mercy, lowliness, de-
votion, patience, courage, fortitude/11 they thought him good
to behold.
Two tributes to King George, at this time, from foreign
newspapers prove how far the story of his achievement had
travelled. The New York Times wrote of him: "The King
has always shown himself a good friend of America. Feeling
that the United States and Britain ought to co-operate for
common ends and world purposes is perhaps stronger here
to-day than at any time since the war. As the King is known
to share this belief, it is not improper or immodest for America
to claim a right to take part in his Jubilee/'
A writer in Le Jour said:  "He is loved as a father of his
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